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Date: 13 September 2023 

 

Re:  Pre-Planning Consultation Ref. G Pre001892023_KK-CON-A230815-

0003_Proposed gypsum plant, Gorteens, Co Kilkenny 

 

To: Malone O’Regan Environmental 

 

 

Dear Mr Egan, 

 

The National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage has reviewed the ‘Consultation Document Proposed Gypsum Manufacturing Plant 

on behalf of GABM Ltc. Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny’. 

 

It is noted that a Cultural Heritage Assessment is scoped into the proposed EIA process; to be 

carried out by a competent and professionally accredited archaeologist. The supplied 

methodology indicates that this will include an assessment of interactions with other 

environmental topics and consideration of the following: 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027 

 Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017 

 The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny 

 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

 Cartographic Sources 

 Documentary sources 

 

The National Monuments Services advises that the following are carried out as part of the 

Archaeological Impact Assessment: 

 Site inspection 

 Archaeological Impact Assessment (to include Archaeological Geophysical Survey and 

/ or Archaeological Testing) 

 

The results of these investigations should form part of the EIA process and be incorporated 

within the EIA Report. NMS is happy to provide further advice and clarification as and if 

required in relation to the preparation of suitably comprehensive assessments as outlined 

above, with particular regard to the scope and locations for any advance non-intrusive 

prospection, advance test excavation, or built heritage surveys that would be appropriate to 

inform the assessment of this proposed scheme. 
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Notwithstanding the above, the National Monuments Service awaits the submission of this 

assessment before commenting further. 

 

Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 

Níall Garahy 

Archaeologist 

National Monuments Service 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigí an Rialtais, Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 
manager.dau@npws.gov.ie  
www.gov.ie/housing  

Your Ref: Proposed Gypsum Plant 
Our Ref: G Pre00189/2023 
(Please quote in all related correspondence) 

 
21 September 2023 
 
Malone O’Regan 
Office 315 
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay, 
Waterfront Square, 
Cork, T23 PPT8  
 
Via email: degan@mores.ie  
 
Re: Proposed gypsum plant development at Gorteens, Co. Kilkeeny. 
 
A chara 
 
I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. 
 
Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department under 
the stated heading(s). 
 
Archaeology 
 
The Department has reviewed the ‘Consultation Document Proposed Gypsum 
Manufacturing Plant on behalf of GABM Ltc. Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny’. 
 
It is noted that a Cultural Heritage Assessment is scoped into the proposed Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Report process; to be carried out by a competent and 
professionally accredited archaeologist. The supplied methodology indicates that this will 
include an assessment of interactions with other environmental topics and consideration of 
the following: 
 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027 
 

 Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017 
 

 The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny 

RECEIVED: 01/03/2024

mailto:manager.dau@npws.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/housing
mailto:degan@mores.ie


 

….. 
2 

 
 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

 
 Cartographic Sources 

 
 Documentary sources 

 
The Department advises that the following are carried out as part of the Archaeological 
Impact Assessment: 
 

 Site inspection 
 

 Archaeological Impact Assessment (to include Archaeological Geophysical Survey 
and / or Archaeological Testing) 
 

The results of these investigations should form part of the EIA process and be incorporated 
within the EIA Report. The Department is happy to provide further advice and clarification as 
and if required in relation to the preparation of suitably comprehensive assessments as 
outlined above, with particular regard to the scope and locations for any advance non-
intrusive prospection, advance test excavation, or built heritage surveys that would be 
appropriate to inform the assessment of this proposed scheme. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the Department awaits the submission of this assessment before 
commenting further. 
 
You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@npws.gov.ie. 
 
Is mise, le meas 
 

 
 
Edel Griffin 
Development Applications Unit 
Administration 
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From: Transport GCU
To: Declan Egan
Cc: Transport GCU
Subject: Proposed Gysum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny
Date: Wednesday 6 September 2023 10:31:25
Attachments: 230808 - E2077 - Consultation Document - Final Rev01.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Declan,
 
Just getting in touch to confirm that the Department of Transport has no observations to make
on the proposed development at this time.
 
Best wishes,
Liam
__
Liam Hawkes
Central Policy, Coordination & Reform Division
 

From: Declan Egan <degan@mores.ie> 
Sent: Wednesday 9 August 2023 15:11
To: Transport Department of Transport <info@transport.gov.ie>
Subject: Proposed development at Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny
 
CAUTION: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any
links or open any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is
safe.  If you are in any doubt, please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find attached a Consultation Document for your comments, for a proposed gypsum plant

development at Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny.  Please submit your comments by the 8th September, if
possible.
 
Regards and Thanks,
 
 
Declan
 
Declan Egan
Associate Director
 
for and on behalf of
Malone O’Regan Environmental
Office 315
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,
Waterfront Square,
Cork, T23 PPT8
Tel: 086 0856168
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Copyright and Third-Party Disclaimer 


MOR has prepared this report for the sole use of our client (as named on the front of the report) in accordance with 
the Client’s instructions using all reasonable skill and competence and generally accepted consultancy principles.  
The report was prepared in accordance with the budget and terms of reference agreed with the Client and does 
not in any way constitute advice to any third party who is able to access it by any means. MOR excludes to the 
fullest extent lawfully permitted all liability whatsoever for any costs, liabilities or losses arising as a result of or 
reliance upon the contents of this report by any person or legal entity (other than the Client in accordance with the 
terms of reference). MOR has not verified any documents or information supplied by third parties and referred to 
herein in compiling this document and no warranty is provided as part of this document. No part of this report may 
be copied or reproduced without express written confirmation from MOR. Any methodology contained in this report 
is provided to the Client in confidence and must not be disclosed or copied to third parties without the prior written 
agreement of MOR. Disclosure of such information may constitute an actionable breach of confidence or may 
otherwise prejudice our commercial interests. Third parties who obtains access to this report by any means, 
including disclosure by the Client, will be subject to the Copyright and Third-Party Disclaimer contained herein. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 


Malone O’Regan Environmental (MOR) has been commissioned by GABM Ltd. to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) to support a planning application to 
Kilkenny County Council for the development of a gypsum manufacturing plant, a waste 
gypsum handling plant, site access roads and infrastructure (Proposed Development). The 
Proposed Development will be in Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny (the Site), refer to Figure 1-1.  


This document (the Scoping Report) provides information on the Proposed Development and 
the methodology that MOR will use to prepare the environmental impact assessment report 
(EIAR).   


Figure 1-1: Site Location 


1.1 Site Context 


The greenfield lands which comprise the Site, total ca. 5 ha., are currently in agricultural use. 
The site contains two unoccupied derelict buildings and several hedgerows. There are 
manufacturing plants to the southeast (Smartply Europe Ltd.) and several warehousing units 
to the northeast of the Site.  Belview port is approximately 1 km southeast of the Site and a 
local distributor road links Belview Port to these warehouses. Glanbia Ingredients Ireland is 
located southwest of the Site. The closest surface water body is the Lower Dromdowney 
Stream and the Luffany Stream. The Proposed Development is not located immediately 
adjacent to any residential areas and the nearest residential area borders the southern site 
boundary (360 m). There is a residential property 450 m from the northern Site boundary. 
There are several residential properties along the L3482 local road that runs west of the Site 
boundary.  
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1.2 Applicant 


GABM Ltd. is a new company that hasn’t traded previously. The company will manufacture 
and supply  a range of products that will include gypsum plasterboard, powdered gypsum skim 
coats and bonding coats.  


1.3 Description of the Proposed Development 


The Proposed Development will operate as a gypsum manufacturing plant. Gypsum rock will 
be imported into Belview Port from Southern Spain and Northern Africa, unloaded, and will be 
transported to the site. Traffic will follow the internal Belview Port Road, to the junction where 
it meets the internal site road leading to Store All Warehouses. From there trucks will follow 
the road that leads to the Suir Shipping warehouses. A road will be constructed extending this 
road, that will lead into the Site along the western boundary.   A road linking the Proposed 
Development and the estate road will be constructed as part of this development and will enter 
the Site along the eastern boundary. It is envisaged that this link road will cater for most of the 
delivery traffic from the Port.  


In advance of production, gypsum rock will be shipped and delivered to Belview Port in cargos 
of up to 30,000 tonnes.  When delivered to the site, the gypsum rock will be stored in a 
warehouse awaiting the start of a production campaign. The first stage of the process will 
involve crushing the gypsum rock and heating or calcining the rock to dehydrate the feedstock. 
This drying process is carried out in a calciner. Next the calcined gypsum rock is mixed with 
water and additives to form a slurry which is fed between two sheets of paper on a board 
machine conveyor. As the board moves along the boarding conveyor line, the calcium 
sulphate rehydrates, reverting to its original rock state.  The paper becomes bonded to the 
gypsum board. The board is cut into the required lengths and conveyed through dryers to 
remove any remaining moisture from the board. End tapes are placed on boards which identify 
the manufacturer, date, location, and time of manufacture. The boards are stacked, taped, 
and placed in a dedicated storage building.  The Proposed Development will also accept waste 
gypsum board that will be stripped, and the gypsum removed and delivered to the calcining 
plant to prepare it for the manufacturing process. The stripped paper will be sent for recycling 
as appropriate.  


There are four main gypsum plasterboard types that will be manufactured at the site: 


• Standard plasterboard,  


• Moisture Resistant plasterboard,  


• Fire Resistant plasterboard and  


• Acoustic boards. 


These will be manufactured in the following main sizes, 1200 mm X 2438 mm and 600 mm X 
1219 mm.  The boards will be manufactured in three thicknesses, 9.5 mm, 12.5 mm, and 15 
mm.   


Bags of gypsum for skim coat will also be made for the construction sector.  


Paper liner for the manufacturing of the plaster boards will be delivered daily to the Site. The 
additives for the plasterboard slurry and chopped glass fibers will be delivered weekly to the 
Site. Approximately 20% of the final product will be gypsum recovered from recycled 
plasterboard.  


The Proposed Development will accept waste gypsum boards from construction and 
demolition wastes. It is proposed in the future to accept up to 50,000 tonnes per annum of 
gypsum waste. As the levels of waste gypsum board delivered to the site increases, the 
quantity of gypsum rock imported to the site will decrease. The waste gypsum board will be 
delivered to the site by licensed waste contractors and placed in the raw material store. The 
paper on the boards will be stripped and recycled. The gypsum will be brought to the calcining 
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plant, dried, and crushed and water and additives added to form a slurry mix. This material 
will be blended with virgin calcined gypsum to make plasterboards as described above.  A 
Waste Permit Application for this process will be submitted to Kilkenny County Council.  


The Proposed Development will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for 333 days per year. 
Delivery and collection hours are likely to be 6am to 10pm Mondays to Fridays.  The plant will 
be powered by a combination of electricity and gas. The heat generated during the calcination 
process will be used to heat the building and administration offices.    


A new access road will be developed for the site. The access road will be a continuation of 
the existing road that serves the Suir Shipping storage buildings to the north of the Proposed 
Development.  The road will be constructed to meet the design criteria for heavy good 
vehicles.  


The Proposed Development will create circa. 50 permanent jobs at the site, and the products 
manufactured at the plant will have wider job creating opportunities for the construction sector. 
The markets for the products will be Ireland and Europe.                                                          


During construction it is estimated that up to 100 people will be involved in the construction of 
the facility. 
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2 LEGAL AND PLANNING CONTEXT 


The Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) forms the foundations for planning in 
Ireland. This Act covers a huge range of planning-related issues and combines a wide range 
of different legislation into one place. 


The specific requirements for planning development are outlined within the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 as amended. These Regulations implement the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 in its entirety. They consolidate all previous Regulations and replace 
the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 1994-2000. 


On 14th April 2014, the EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) was adopted, amending Directive 
2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment.  The directive was transposed into Irish law through Statutory Instrument S.I. 
No. 296 of 2018 with a commencement dated 1st September 2018.1 


Developments that require EIA are specified in Section 5 and Section 7 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), as follows: 


• Section 5 sets out the criteria for assessing whether or not a mandatory EIA 
is required for a development.  It transposes Annex I and Annex II of the 
EU EIA directive (85/337/ECC as amended) into Irish law under Parts 1 and 
2 of the Schedule. There are no new criteria under the 2014/52/EU 
Directive.   


• Section 7 sets out the criteria for assessing whether a project is likely to 
have “likely” and “significant” effects on the environment, in which case an 
EIA is also required.  These criteria include the following: 


o “Characteristics of Proposed Development”; 


o “Location of Proposed Development”; and, 


o “Characteristics of potential impacts”. 


The Environmental Impact Assessment Report [1] is the document prepared by the proposer 
of a project setting out the effects (both positive and negative) which the Proposed 
Development would have on the environment.  


2.1 Planning Context and Zoning 


The Proposed Development is located on lands within County Kilkenny and are subject to the 
provisions of the Kilkenny County Development Plan and the Ferrybank Belview Local Area 
Plan 2017 [2]. The lands comprising the Site are zoned as “WILT – Waste Management, 
Industry, Logistics and Transport Related Uses” within the Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan. 


The Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021-2027[ [3] is the current active County 
Development Plan. 


2.2 Planning Policies and Guidance 


The following national, regional, and local policies and guidance will be reviewed: 


• Project Ireland 2040, National Planning Framework [4]; 


• National Development Plan 2021-2030 [5]; 


• Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the South-Eastern Region 2019; 


• Kilkenny County Development Plan, 2021-2028 [3]; 


 
 1 Regulations 21, 67 and 69(‘e) had deferred commencement until 1st January 2019. 
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• Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan 2017 [2]. 


• Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) [6] 


• Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines (2012) 


• The Planning System and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities (2009). 


 


Guidance specific to the individual chapters of the EIAR will be listed in Section 3.  
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 


3.1 Proposed Structure and Contents of EIAR 


The EIAR will be prepared for the Proposed Development in accordance with the following 
guidance documents: 


• EU Guidance on EIA: EIS Review [7]; 


• EPA Advice notes on current practice in the preparation of Environmental Impact 
Statements [8]; 


• EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Statements [9]; 


• Circular letter PL 1/2017; Implementation of Directive 2014/52/EU on the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive) - Advice on 
Administrative Provisions in Advance of Transposition; issued by the Department of 
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, dated 15 May 2017; 


• European Commission (2017) Guidance on the Preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report [10];  


• EPA (2022) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports (EIAR) [11]; and,  


• Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out 
Environmental Impact Assessment [12]. 


The EIAR will follow the requirements of the 2014 EU Directive on environmental impact 
assessment.  


The EIAR will contain the following key sections: 


3.2 Non-Technical Summary 


The Non-Technical Summary will be a separate stand-alone document that will provide a 
summary of the main EIAR in non-technical language to enable clear identification of 
significant impacts, relevant mitigation measures where required and the residual impacts.  


3.3 Description of the Proposed Development 


A full description of the Proposed Development in physical and functional terms will be 
described in the EIAR. 


3.4 Main Alternatives Considered 


A summary of the alternatives considered in respect of the proposal and environmental 
aspects will be included within the EIAR, including alternative Sites considered and alternative 
layouts within the selected Site. 


3.5 Aspects of the Environment Considered in the EIAR 


As per the requirements of the 2014 EIA Directive, the EIAR will address the following 
environmental aspects: 


• Population and Human Health; 


• Biodiversity; 


• Water (Hydrology & Hydrogeology); 


• Land & Soils; 


• Air; 
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• Climate Change; 


• Noise and Vibration; 


• Landscape and Visual; 


• Cultural Heritage;   


• Material Assets Traffic & Transport; 


• Material Assets Waste, and; 


• Interaction of the foregoing. 


As far as practicable, the examination of each aspect of the environment will be undertaken 
as follows: 


• The Receiving Environment (“baseline”) - A description of the specific receiving 
environment into which the Proposed Development will fit. 


• The Characteristics of the Proposed Development - A projection of the specific 
“load” on each particular aspect of the environment which the Proposed 
Development would be likely to generate. 


• The Potential Impacts of the Proposed Development - A general description of 
the probable or ‘likely’ effects which the Proposed Development would be likely 
to produce. 


• Cumulative Impacts of the Proposed Development –   The cumulative effects 
of the development in relation to water supply, effects on biodiversity, receiving 
water quality, soil and geology and air quality will be assessed where relevant.  


• Remedial or Reductive Measures - A description of any specific remedial or 
reductive measures considered necessary and practicable, resulting from the 
assessment of potential effects. 


• Residual Impacts of the Proposed Development - The assessment of the 
specific direct and indirect effects of the Proposed Development arrived at after 
mitigation measures have been employed.  


• Interactions - A description of interactions of each environmental discipline with 
other environmental attributes. 


• The ‘Do Nothing’ scenario – how the environment at the Site would develop in 
the absence of the Proposed Development.  


• Monitoring - A description of any monitoring of effects on the environment which 
might be necessary, covering the monitoring methods and the agencies 
responsible for their implementation. 


• Reinstatement - Where required, a description of reinstatement measures and 
the agencies responsible for their implementation. 


• Difficulties Encountered - An indication of the difficulties encountered, if any, 
during the compilation of information. 


3.6 Description of the Proposed Assessments 


3.6.1 Population and Human Health 


Desk-based studies will be undertaken to assess the potential social and economic 
implications of the Proposed Development on human beings, at local and regional levels 
during both the construction and operation phases. Impacts on human health in terms of 
nuisance, noise, dust, traffic generation and loss of visual amenity will be addressed 
separately in other sections of the EIAR.  


The key areas of assessment will be the potential effects of the Proposed Development, both 
positive and negative, in terms of its effects on local services, amenities and employment on 
the population. The assessment will include a desk-based review and assessment of the 
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Proposed Development in the context of all relevant plans and policies at a local, regional and 
national level. 


The potential for any major accidents and disasters will also be considered as part of this 
assessment.  


3.6.2 Biodiversity 


Terrestrial Ecology  


Detailed baseline and habitat surveys are currently being undertaken by appropriately 
qualified Ecologists and include: 


• Habitat Surveys; 


• Badger Surveys; 


• Visual ground-based tree bat roost inspection;  


• Bat emergence/dawn re-entry surveys 


• Static bat monitoring surveys; and, 


• Breeding Bird Surveys.  


These surveys will be used to assess the predicted effects of the Proposed Development on 
habitats and species in the area. Interactions between Landscape and Biodiversity and 
interactions with other topics such as noise, traffic, light, and air emissions will be assessed 
and commented upon in the EIAR. 


3.6.3 Water  


Hydrology and hydrogeology are highly interlinked, and as such a comprehensive joined 
assessment is proposed to clearly lay out the in-combination effects. The EIAR will assess the 
the existing (baseline) surface water and groundwater quality at the site and surrounding 
areas.   


Existing surface water quality will be determined by carrying out a desktop assessment on the 
existing water quality for these streams/rivers. MOR will use information from the EPA’s 
Catchment website to determine the Water Framework Directive (WFD) status of these 
waterbodies. The potential effects of the Proposed Development on surface water quality 
particularly at the Drumdowney Lower Stream (EPA Code 16D30) and Luffany Stream (EPA 
Code 16L68) and relevant rivers downstream will be discussed in the EIAR.   


Three groundwater monitoring wells will be installed as part of the geotechnical investigation 
to be undertaken at the Site. Groundwater samples will be collected from these wells in 
accordance with all recognised best practice guidelines. Two rounds of groundwater 
monitoring will be undertaken. The groundwater samples will be sent to suitably accredited 
laboratory for a broad range of parameters. Groundwater quality will be assessed using the 
Groundwater Quality Regulations.  


The surface water and groundwater results will be used to characterise the receiving 
environment.   


Groundwater and a public mains water supply will be used to provide process and potable 
water to the site. It is proposed to instal rainwater harvesting at the site to also provide water 
at the site. Suitable mitigation measures for surface water and groundwater will be provided 
where necessary.  
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3.6.4 Land, Geology & Soils 


The EIAR will assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on soils, geology, 
and land use during both the construction and operation phases. A desk-based evaluation on 
soils and geology will be undertaken.  


The assessment will involve: 


• Characterisation of the receiving environment by completing a desk-based review of 
the existing ground conditions utilising published Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) 
information and other publicly available information; and, 


• The impact assessment will examine any proposed cut and fill operations, particularly 
access road alignments, foundations, and proposed ground levels for the site. The 
EIAR will comment on the mass balance of soil around the site and if surplus soil is 
generated, disposal route options for the surplus soil.                                                                                                              


The desktop assessment will be supported by on-site data generated during the installation of 
the boreholes and groundwater pumping test wells. The pumping tests will determine the 
volumes of groundwater that can be used for production purposes.  True ground information 
on geology and groundwater will be gathered from these exercises. Groundwater quality will 
be assessed by sampling groundwater the boreholes and groundwater quality assessed with 
the Groundwater Regulations. The WFD status of groundwater in the area will be obtained 
from the EPA’s Catchment website. The soils and geology assessment will be conducted in 
accordance with all relevant guidelines, and suitable mitigation measures will be outlined 
where necessary. Guide to Geology in Environmental Impact Statements [13], published by 
the Institute of Geologists of Ireland will be used for this assessment. 


3.6.5 Air Quality 


The potential effects on air quality arising from the construction phase and operational phase 
of the Proposed Development will be assessed in the EIAR.  


A desk-based review of the existing air quality at the receiving environment will be conducted 
which will include a review of the EPA published data on background air quality in the vicinity 
of the Site, and identification of any potential point sources (i.e., Industrial Emission Licensed 
facilities). Furthermore, baseline particulate matter surveys (PM10) will be conducted on the 
Site to present a site-specific assessment of the likely impacts from the Proposed 
Development on air quality.   


The construction phase of the Proposed Development has potential to give rise to dust which 
may have an impact on local receptors. A risk assessment will be completed in accordance 
with the Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM) Guidance on the Assessment of Dust 
from Demolition and Construction 2016  [14] and mitigation measures listed. MOR will use 
information provided by the Developer on the characteristics of construction activities to 
complete this part of the assessment.  


For the operational phase of the Proposed Development two assessments will be completed 
to determine the effects on sensitive receptors. First, due to the nature of material expected 
to be imported, a risk assessment in accordance with the IAQM ‘Guidance on Mineral Dust 
Impacts for Planning’ will be completed. This will determine the potential impacts of dust on 
sensitive receptors associated with activities that cause fugitive dust emissions. As with the 
Construction Phase, information will be requested from MOR to complete the risk assessment.  


An air dispersion modelling assessment for operations at the facility will be completed in 
accordance with ‘Air Dispersion Modelling from Industrial Installations Guidance Note (AG4)’ 
[15], utilising AERMOD View software. This will assess the predicted impacts associated with 
all air emissions arising from the Proposed Development in terms of the national Air Quality 
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Standards Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 180 of 2011). MOR will use data provided by the 
suppliers of the gypsum board manufacturing plant, for example, stack characteristics, 
manufacturers specification on the waste gas produced as input for the model.  


An assessment of the Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) movements throughout both phases of 
the Proposed Development will be conducted. Any potential increased traffic flows resulting 
from the Proposed Development will be reviewed and the impact on local air quality will be 
assessed. Mitigation measures to reduce/remedy significant effects on air quality will be 
provided in this section of the EIAR.  


3.6.6 Climate  


Potential Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions associated with the Proposed Development will 
be considered and assessed. Assessing GHG emissions will follow the IEMA Guidance on 
‘Assessing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Evaluating their Significance’ [16]. The aim of the 
assessment is to determine estimations of GHG emissions associated with the Proposed 
Development in the context of national legislation. It is proposed to re-use the heat generated 
during the calcination process to heat the offices and it is proposed to install solar panels on 
the roof of the production building. The avoided GHG emissions will be estimated. Comment 
on the energy efficiency of the buildings, the re-use of heat and solar energy will assist in 
offsetting GHG generated during the production process.  


3.6.7 Noise and Vibration 


The EIAR will assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on acoustics during 
the two key stages of the development – construction and operation. To characterise the 
baseline acoustic environment, noise monitoring will be conducted at the nearest noise 
sensitive receptors (NSRs) during daytime (7am to 7pm), evening (7pm to 11pm) and night-
time hours (11pm to 4am). Noise monitoring will be carried out in compliance with the following 
standards:  


• Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise —   
Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures- ISO 1996-1:2016; and, 


• Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise —
Part 2: Determination of sound pressure levels– ISO 1996-2:2017. 


Construction noise utilising standard values for generic plant outlined within BS5228, as 
assessment of the likely noise arising from the construction stage will be developed.  Potential 
impact from the construction stage noise will be assessed utilising the methodology within 
both BS5228 and the National Roads Authority (NRA) ‘Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise 
and Vibration in National Road Schemes’ (2004), including the 2014 accompanying guidance 
document. 


Noise predictions for the likely noise impact upon NSRs arising from the operation of the 
Proposed Development during proposed operating hours will be conducted.  Noise modelling 
utilising the Bruel and Kjaer Predictor software will be carried out to evaluate predicted noise 
emissions from the Proposed Development. The noise model will present both a visual 
mapping output and receptor specific site emissions within the local environment. MOR will 
use noise data provided by the suppliers of the equipment and plant that will be used at the 
facility during operations. This part of the EIAR will include the provision of noise control 
recommendations where necessary to reduce the noise impact predicted to arise from the 
proposed site operations.  


Vibration 


Noise and vibration impact assessments are closely related. Vibrational impacts arising from 
the construction and operational phases are not expected to be significant given the 
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intervening distance to the nearest sensitive receptors. However, the potential for vibrational 
effects will be identified and mitigation measures derived where necessary.  


3.6.8 Landscape and Visual 


The EIAR will examine the potential landscape and visual impact of the Proposed 
Development. The landscape and visual impact assessment will describe the receiving 
environment in terms of landscape character and sensitivity. Representative viewpoints from 
the zone of visual influence will be agreed with Kilkenny County Council and assessed with 
several photomontages prepared to visually present the visibility at each location. Daytime 
and night-time photomontages will be prepared to assess the daytime and night-time visual 
effects of the Proposed Development on the surrounding environment. Mitigation measures 
will be developed as appropriate. 


The assessment will be carried out in accordance with the Landscape Institutes ‘Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ (3rd edition, GLVIA3), 2013 (UK) [17] and 
‘Landscape and Landscape Assessment Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities’, 2000 – Department of the Environment and Local Government [18].  Where the 
assessment predicts significant effects on landscape, mitigation measures to reduce/remedy 
the effects will be suggested in the EIAR, for example retaining hedgerows, landscaping, or 
tree planting.    


3.6.9 Cultural Heritage 


The EIAR will examine the potential impact of the Proposed Development on archaeology and 
cultural heritage both within and in the vicinity of the Site.  


A competent and professionally accredited archaeologist will be employed to undertake the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment. The assessment will be used to assess the potential future 
impacts arising from the Proposed Development on Site Monument Records and any recorded 
archaeological features in the site.  Interactions with other environmental topics, including 
acoustics/vibration and visual impact will also be assessed. Consideration will be given to: 


• Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027; 


• Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017; 


• The Record o0f Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny; 


• The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage; 


• Cartographic sources; and, 


• Documentary sources. 


The EIAR will detail the findings of the archaeological and cultural heritage assessment for 
the Proposed Development.  


3.6.10 Material Assets 


The EIAR will examine the potential impact of the Proposed Development during the 
construction and operation on the following. 


Traffic & Roads 


The Proposed Development will be situated in proximity to the N29 road. The impact on road 
traffic arising from the construction phase and the operations of the Proposed Development, 
on the surrounding road network, the Port Road will be assessed considering the Institute of 
Highways and Transportation, and the Guidelines for Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA). Traffic 
counts will be undertaken as part of the Traffic Impact Assessment to confirm existing traffic 
volumes using this road. The interactions between population and human health, ecology, 
noise and air quality and traffic will be commented on in the EIAR.  
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Infrastructure  


An assessment of potential impacts associated with the proposed development will be 
undertaken on the existing water and wastewater infrastructure, the nearby Belview Port, the 
Bord Gais wayleave and ESB wayleave close to the site.  This assessment will be undertaken 
based on a desk-based assessment of all relevant information and consultation with Irish 
Water.  


Waste 


The potential impacts of the Proposed Development on solid waste management in the area 
during the construction and the operational phase will be examined. The assessment will be 
undertaken by means of a desk-based review of all relevant existing information, published 
EPA documents, and regional and national documents on solid waste management. The 
Proposed Development and its potential impact, both positive and negative, on the existing 
waste infrastructure both locally and nationally will be assessed. 
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4 CONSULTATION  


Responses to this consultation, specifically in relation to the scope and extent of the proposed 
environmental impact assessment are requested to be sent to the MOR Environmental offices 
within 4 weeks i.e. by 8th September 2023 


 


Correspondence should be submitted to the following address: 


Malone O’Regan Environmental 


Office 315 


Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay 


Waterfront Square 


Cork, T23 PPT8 


 


Or alternatively to: degan@mores.ie  


To ensure that the response finds the relevant persons, in all correspondence please ensure 
to reference the project as:  


• Proposed Gypsum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny. 


  



mailto:degan@mores.ie





Consultation Document 
Proposed Gypsum Manufacturing Plant August 2023 
GABM Ltd. 
Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny 


 


E2077 - Malone O’Regan Environmental - Final  14 


5 REFERENCES 


 


[1]  European Parliament, DIRECTIVE 2014/52/EU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND OF THE COUNCIL, Strasbourg: EUR-Lex, 16 April 2014.  


[2]  Kilkenny County Council, “Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan,” Kilkenny County Council, 
Kilkenny, 2017. 


[3]  Kilkenny County Council, “Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021-2027,” Kilkenny 
County Council, Kilkenny, 2021. 


[4]  DHPLG, “Project Ireland 2040 National Planning Framework,” Department of 
Housing,Planning and Local Government, 2018. 


[5]  Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, “National Development Plan 2021-2030,” 
Government of Ireland, Dublin, 2021. 


[6]  Waterford County Council, Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP), 
Waterford City: Waterford County Council, 2020.  


[7]  European Commission, “EU Guidance on EIA: EIS Review,” European Commission, 
Luxembourg, 2001a. 


[8]  EPA, “Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact 
Statements,” Environmental Protection Agency, Dublin, 2003. 


[9]  EPA, “Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact 
Statements,” Environmental Protection Agency, Dublin, 2002. 


[10]  European Commission, “Guidance on the Preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports,” European Commission, Luxembourg, 2017. 


[11]  EPA, “Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports,” Environmental Protection Agency, Dublin, 2022. 


[12]  Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, “Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment,” 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 2018. 


[13]  Institute of Geologists Ireland , “Geology in Environmental Impacts Statements; A 
Guide,” Dublin, 2002. 


[14]  IAQM, “Guidance on the Assessment of Mineral Dust Impacts for Planning,” Institute of 
Air Quality Managemant, London, 2016. 


[15]  Environmental Protection Agency, “Air Dispersion Modelling from Industrial Installations 
Guidance Note (AG4),” Environmental Protection Agency, Wexford, 2013. 







Consultation Document 
Proposed Gypsum Manufacturing Plant August 2023 
GABM Ltd. 
Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny 


 


E2077 - Malone O’Regan Environmental - Final  15 


[16]  ARUP, “Environmental Impact Assessment Guide to :Assessing Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions and Evaluating their Significance,” IEMA, London, 2022. 


[17]  Landscape Institute, “Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Third 
Edition - GLVIA 3,” 2013. 


[18]  Department of the Environment and Local Government , “Landscape and Landscape 
Assessment Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities,” 2000. 


  


  


 


 





		Cover

		Quality Page 

		1 Introduction

		1.1 Site Context

		1.2 Applicant

		1.3 Description of the Proposed Development



		2 Legal and planning context

		2.1 Planning Context and Zoning

		2.2 Planning Policies and Guidance



		3 Environmental Impact Assessment

		3.1 Proposed Structure and Contents of EIAR

		3.2 Non-Technical Summary

		3.3 Description of the Proposed Development

		3.4 Main Alternatives Considered

		3.5 Aspects of the Environment Considered in the EIAR

		3.6 Description of the Proposed Assessments

		3.6.1 Population and Human Health

		3.6.2 Biodiversity

		3.6.3 Water

		3.6.4 Land, Geology & Soils

		3.6.5 Air Quality

		3.6.6 Climate

		3.6.7 Noise and Vibration

		3.6.8 Landscape and Visual

		3.6.9 Cultural Heritage

		3.6.10 Material Assets





		4 Consultation

		5 References





*:  degan@mores.ie
Web: www.mores.ie
 RECEIVED: 01/03/2024

mailto:degan@mores.ie
http://www.mores.ie/


From: INFO
To: Declan Egan
Subject: TII Ref: TII23-124053 - Proposed gypsum plant development in Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny
Date: Friday 18 August 2023 10:41:27

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr Egan,
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 9 August 2023 regarding the above. Transport
Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows.
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to
maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the national road network. It is also an investment
priority of the National Development Plan, to ensure that the extensive transport networks
which have been greatly enhanced over the last two decades, are maintained to a high level to
ensure quality levels of service, accessibility and connectivity to transport users.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not
prejudice TII’s statutory right to make any observations, requests for further information,
objections or appeals, following the examination of any valid application referred.

The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold
official policy and guidance as outlined in the DCLG’s ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (2012). Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance
and circulars available at www.TII.ie.

With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general
guidance for the preparation of EIAR, which may affect the national road network.

The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following:

1. The site the subject of the EIAR is located contiguous to the N29. Consultations should be
had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to
locations of existing and future national road schemes. Any proposals related to future
public transport provision are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).

2. The Environmental Assessment should therefore have regard to Environmental
Assessment Statements/Reports and conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord
Pleanála regarding road schemes in the area.

3. As established in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, it is in the public
interest that the national road network continues to serve its intended strategic purpose.
The developer should ensure regard to TII Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines
(2014).

4. Environmental Impact Assessment shall include provision for travel planning / mobility
management planning in the interests of protecting national roads capacity in the
interests of sustainable travel policy. Transport analysis should also consider:

A mobility management plan should accompany the transport assessment.

RECEIVED: 01/03/2024
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Modal share targets should be outlined and how any PT modal share is
accommodated.
Measures proposed to reduce car dependency should be outlined.
Detailed phasing proposals of development with associated transport
infrastructure provision is required.
Consider and address cumulative impacts of other development and impacts on
limited national road capacity.
The traffic and transport assessment should consider all road users.
Mitigation measures should be aligned with phasing of road infrastructure
improvements and required public transport interventions; all clearly outlined.

 

5. Assessments, design and construction and maintenance standards and guidance are
available at TII Publications.  In particular, the developer is advised to address the
requirements for Road Safety Audit (RSA).

6. The developer, in conducting Environmental Impact Assessment, should have regard to TII
Environment Guidelines that deal with assessment and mitigation measures for varied
environmental factors and occurrences, in particular:

                                                               i.      TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines,
including the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the
Planning and Construction of National Road Schemes (National Roads
Authority, 2006),

                                                             ii.      The EIAR should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006
(SI 140 of 2006) and how the development will affect future action plans
by the relevant competent authority as well as the Guidelines for the

Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev.,
National Roads Authority, 2004)).

7. The developer is advised that any additional works/structures/ mitigations required
because of the Assessment should be funded by the developer. TII will entertain no future
claims in respect of impacts (e.g. noise, dust, visual and air), due to the presence of the
existing national road or any road scheme.

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive,
thus site and development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

I hope that this information is of assistance to you.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
________________________
Alban Mills
Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive
 
 

From: Declan Egan <degan@mores.ie> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 9, 2023 3:30 PM
To: INFO <Information@tii.ie>
Subject: Proposed Development in Co. Kilkenny
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You don't often get email from degan@mores.ie. Learn why this is important

 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TII. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find attached for your comments, a Consultation Document for a proposed gypsum plant

development in Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny.  Please submit your comments by the 8th September, if
possible.
 
 
Regards and thanks,
 
 
Declan
 
Declan Egan
Associate Director
 
for and on behalf of
Malone O’Regan Environmental
Office 315
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,
Waterfront Square,
Cork, T23 PPT8
Tel: 086 0856168
*:  degan@mores.ie
Web: www.mores.ie
 

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of
normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours
unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat
lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do
ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available
at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí
atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this
email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including
attachments.
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Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici
amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do
postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin.

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of
normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours
unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat
lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do
ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available
at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí
atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this
email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including
attachments.

Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici
amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do
postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin.

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside
of normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working
hours unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil
agat lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait
lasmuigh de do ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá
gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice
available at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint
Sonraí atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you
have received this email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the
original including attachments.

Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún
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agus beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe
chuige/chuici amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil
do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon
cheangaltáin.
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For the attention of Declan Egan 

Malone O’Regan Environmental 
Office 315 
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,  
Waterfront Square, 
Cork  
T23 PPT8 
 
Date: 6th September, 2023 
 
By Email: degan@mores.ie 

 
 
Re: EIA Scoping Request – Proposed Gypsum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny. 
 
 
Dear Declan Egan, 
 
Uisce Éireann has received notification of your Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) scoping request relating to GABM Limited’s forthcoming 
planning application for a Gypsum Plant in Co. Kilkenny. 
 
Please see attached, Uisce Éireann’s scoping opinion in relation to Water 
Services. On receipt of the planning referral, Uisce Éireann will review the 
finalised Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) as part of the 
planning process. 
 
 
Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to 
planning@water.ie  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PP Ali Robinson 

Signed on behalf of Yvonne Harris 

Connections and Developer Services 
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Uisce Éireann’s Response to EIA Scoping Requests 

 
 
At present, Uisce Éireann does not have the capacity to advise on the scoping of 
individual projects. However, in general the following aspects of Water Services 
should be considered in the scope of an EIA where relevant; 
  
a) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann 

Drinking Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide details of measures to be 
taken to ensure that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s 
Drinking Water Source(s) during the construction and operational phases of the 
development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 
site and receiving waters should be identified as part of the report.  
 

b) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is 
required to include a waste sampling strategy to ensure the material is inert. 

 

c) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water 
source(s) which may be in proximity and included in the environmental 
management plan and incident response. 

 

d) Any and all potential impacts on the nearby reservoir as public water supply 
water source(s) are assessed, including any impact on hydrogeology and any 
groundwater/ surface water interactions. 

 

e) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing 
water services have the capacity to cater for the new development). This is 
confirmed by Uisce Éireann in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). 
If a development requires a connection to either a public water supply or 
sewage collection system, the developer is advised to submit a Pre-Connection 
Enquiry (PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to determine the feasibility of 
connection to the Irish Water network. All pre-connection enquiry forms are 
available from https://www.water.ie/connections/connection-steps/. 

 

f) The applicant shall identify any upgrading of water services infrastructure that 
would be required to accommodate the proposed development. 

 

g) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream 
treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an Uisce 
Éireann collection network. 

 

h) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface 
water discharges to combined sewer networks and potential measures to 
minimise and or / stop surface waters from combined sewers. 

 

i) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water 
source, treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. 
including any relocation of assets. 
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j) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to 
determine the location of public water services assets, possible connection 
points from the applicant’s site / lands to the public network and any drinking 
water abstraction catchments to ensure these are included and fully assessed 
in any pre-planning proposals. Details, where known, can be obtained by 
emailing an Ordnance Survey map identifying the proposed location of the 
applicant’s intended development to datarequests@water.ie 

 

k) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within 
the applicant’s lands are the presence of registered wayleave agreements, 
visible manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the 
proposed site. 

 

l)  Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in 
relation to Uisce Éireann discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion / 
circulation characterises. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the 
applicant’s site and receiving waters should be identified within the report. 

 

m) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in 
terms of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact 
on the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence / 
present a risk to the quality of the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public 
supply should be identified within the report. 

 

n)  Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and 
that network either abstracts water from or discharges wastewater to a 
“protected”/ sensitive area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / 
conservation objectives of the site would be compromised should be identified 
within the report. 

 

o) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any 
Irish Water drinking water sources (Surface and Ground water).  

 
This is not an exhaustive list.  
 
Please note;  
 
• Where connection(s) to the public network is required as part of the development 
proposal, applicants are advised to complete the Pre-Connection Enquiry process 
and have received a Confirmation of Feasibility letter from Uisce Éireann ahead of 
any planning application.  
 
• Uisce Éireann will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer    
  networks.  
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Sent by email 

 

Declan Egan,      Our Ref: IR650 

Malone O’ Regan,     Date: 29/09/2023 
1 Horgans Quay 
Waterfront Square 
Cork 
degan@mores.ie 
 
 

Re: Scoping Document as part of EIAR Scoping process for a proposed Gypsum 

Manufacturing plant Belview Port, Gorteens 
 
A Chara,  
 

In response to your correspondence dated 09th August 2023, the Planning Authority wishes to 
comment as follows: 
 
The applicant shall formally consult inter-alia the following bodies: 
 
External Bodies  
 
• The Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications-  
• The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, - 
• The Environmental Protection Agency - 
• The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, - 
• Waterford County Council Planning - 
• Inland Fisheries Ireland - 
• Health and Safety Authority -  
• An Taisce -  
• Irish Water –  
• National Monuments Service -  
• National Parks and Wildlife Service   
• Transport Infrastructure Ireland -see comments below 
• Department of Heritage - Architectural Heritage -  
 
With regard to the EIAR Scoping the following should be considered: 
 
Consultation with External Bodies  
 
Kilkenny County Council has contacted the above listed agencies; where responses have been 
received by the Council the recommendation of these agencies are set out below and shall be taken 
into consideration by the applicant in the preparation of the EIAR. 
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TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland  

 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows: 
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to 
maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the national road network. It is also an investment 
priority of the National Development Plan, to ensure that the extensive transport networks which 
have been greatly enhanced over the last two decades, are maintained to a high level to ensure 
quality levels of service, accessibility and connectivity to transport users. 

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not 
prejudice TII’s statutory right to make any observations, requests for further information, 
objections or appeals, following the examination of any valid application referred.  

The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold 
official policy and guidance as outlined in the DCLG’s ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (2012). Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance 
and circulars available at www.TII.ie.  

With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general 
guidance for the preparation of EIAR, which may affect the national road network.  

The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following: 

1. The site the subject of the EIAR is located contiguous to the N29. Consultations should be 
had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to 
locations of existing and future national road schemes. Any proposals related to future 
public transport provision are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).  

2. The Environmental Assessment should therefore have regard to Environmental Assessment 
Statements/Reports and conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord Pleanála 
regarding road schemes in the area.  

3. As established in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, it is in the public 
interest that the national road network continues to serve its intended strategic purpose. The 
developer should ensure regard to TII Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (2014). 

4. Environmental Impact Assessment shall include provision for travel planning / mobility 
management planning in the interests of protecting national roads capacity in the interests 
of sustainable travel policy. Transport analysis should also consider: 

• A mobility management plan should accompany the transport assessment. 
• Modal share targets should be outlined and how any PT modal share is 

accommodated. 
• Measures proposed to reduce car dependency should be outlined. 
• Detailed phasing proposals of development with associated transport infrastructure 

provision is required. 
• Consider and address cumulative impacts of other development and impacts on 

limited national road capacity. 
• The traffic and transport assessment should consider all road users. 
• Mitigation measures should be aligned with phasing of road infrastructure 

improvements and required public transport interventions; all clearly outlined. 
5. Assessments, design and construction and maintenance standards and guidance are 

available at TII Publications. In particular, the developer is advised to address the 
requirements for Road Safety Audit (RSA).  

6. The developer, in conducting Environmental Impact Assessment, should have regard to TII 
Environment Guidelines that deal with assessment and mitigation measures for varied 
environmental factors and occurrences, in particular: 
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i. TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, including 
the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and 

Construction of National Road Schemes (National Roads Authority, 2006), 

ii. The EIAR should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 (SI 
140 of 2006) and how the development will affect future action plans by 
the relevant competent authority as well as the Guidelines for the Treatment 

of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev., National Roads 
Authority, 2004)).  

7. The developer is advised that any additional works/structures/ mitigations required because 
of the Assessment should be funded by the developer. TII will entertain no future claims in 
respect of impacts (e.g. noise, dust, visual and air), due to the presence of the existing 
national road or any road scheme.  

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, 
thus site and development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice. 
 
Kilkenny County Council  

 

Planning Department: 

• Having regard to the location and use of the proposed development in the vicinity of an 
SAC, a professional Scientific Assessment should be carried out to assist the Council as 
the Competent Authority to carry out screening for Appropriate Assessment to consider 
whether the project, alone or in combination of others, will have any significant negative 
impact on the integrity of the nearby river which is within the Lower River Suir and Rivers 
Nore/Barrow Natura 2000 sites.  

• The applicant is advised to fully comply with the requirements of Directive 2014/52/EU on 
the effects of certain public and private projects on the Environment (EIA Directive) and 
any resulting amendments to the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended and the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. The applicants should also 
comply with the requirements of the ‘Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord 

Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment’ and any updates subsequent 
to the above Directive.  

• From reading submitted documentation, it is not clear how process water is treated and this 
should be comprehensively addressed. 

• There is also reference to us of some mains public water. The applicant will need to confirm 
with Irish Water that public water is available at this location for port related activities.  

Road Design Section: 

Agree Traffic Impact Assessment shall be completed  
 
 
 
Is Mise le meas, 
 
 

 
________________ 
Úna Kealy 

Administrative Officer, 

Planning Section  
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Date: 13 September 2023 

 

Re:  Pre-Planning Consultation Ref. G Pre001892023_KK-CON-A230815-

0003_Proposed gypsum plant, Gorteens, Co Kilkenny 

 

To: Malone O’Regan Environmental 

 

 

Dear Mr Egan, 

 

The National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage has reviewed the ‘Consultation Document Proposed Gypsum Manufacturing Plant 

on behalf of GABM Ltc. Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny’. 

 

It is noted that a Cultural Heritage Assessment is scoped into the proposed EIA process; to be 

carried out by a competent and professionally accredited archaeologist. The supplied 

methodology indicates that this will include an assessment of interactions with other 

environmental topics and consideration of the following: 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027 

 Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017 

 The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny 

 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

 Cartographic Sources 

 Documentary sources 

 

The National Monuments Services advises that the following are carried out as part of the 

Archaeological Impact Assessment: 

 Site inspection 

 Archaeological Impact Assessment (to include Archaeological Geophysical Survey and 

/ or Archaeological Testing) 

 

The results of these investigations should form part of the EIA process and be incorporated 

within the EIA Report. NMS is happy to provide further advice and clarification as and if 

required in relation to the preparation of suitably comprehensive assessments as outlined 

above, with particular regard to the scope and locations for any advance non-intrusive 

prospection, advance test excavation, or built heritage surveys that would be appropriate to 

inform the assessment of this proposed scheme. 
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Notwithstanding the above, the National Monuments Service awaits the submission of this 

assessment before commenting further. 

 

Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 

Níall Garahy 

Archaeologist 

National Monuments Service 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigí an Rialtais, Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 
manager.dau@npws.gov.ie  
www.gov.ie/housing  

Your Ref: Proposed Gypsum Plant 
Our Ref: G Pre00189/2023 
(Please quote in all related correspondence) 

 
21 September 2023 
 
Malone O’Regan 
Office 315 
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay, 
Waterfront Square, 
Cork, T23 PPT8  
 
Via email: degan@mores.ie  
 
Re: Proposed gypsum plant development at Gorteens, Co. Kilkeeny. 
 
A chara 
 
I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. 
 
Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department under 
the stated heading(s). 
 
Archaeology 
 
The Department has reviewed the ‘Consultation Document Proposed Gypsum 
Manufacturing Plant on behalf of GABM Ltc. Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny’. 
 
It is noted that a Cultural Heritage Assessment is scoped into the proposed Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Report process; to be carried out by a competent and 
professionally accredited archaeologist. The supplied methodology indicates that this will 
include an assessment of interactions with other environmental topics and consideration of 
the following: 
 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027 
 

 Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017 
 

 The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny 
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 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

 
 Cartographic Sources 

 
 Documentary sources 

 
The Department advises that the following are carried out as part of the Archaeological 
Impact Assessment: 
 

 Site inspection 
 

 Archaeological Impact Assessment (to include Archaeological Geophysical Survey 
and / or Archaeological Testing) 
 

The results of these investigations should form part of the EIA process and be incorporated 
within the EIA Report. The Department is happy to provide further advice and clarification as 
and if required in relation to the preparation of suitably comprehensive assessments as 
outlined above, with particular regard to the scope and locations for any advance non-
intrusive prospection, advance test excavation, or built heritage surveys that would be 
appropriate to inform the assessment of this proposed scheme. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the Department awaits the submission of this assessment before 
commenting further. 
 
You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@npws.gov.ie. 
 
Is mise, le meas 
 

 
 
Edel Griffin 
Development Applications Unit 
Administration 
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From: Transport GCU
To: Declan Egan
Cc: Transport GCU
Subject: Proposed Gysum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny
Date: Wednesday 6 September 2023 10:31:25
Attachments: 230808 - E2077 - Consultation Document - Final Rev01.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Declan,
 
Just getting in touch to confirm that the Department of Transport has no observations to make
on the proposed development at this time.
 
Best wishes,
Liam
__
Liam Hawkes
Central Policy, Coordination & Reform Division
 

From: Declan Egan <degan@mores.ie> 
Sent: Wednesday 9 August 2023 15:11
To: Transport Department of Transport <info@transport.gov.ie>
Subject: Proposed development at Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny
 
CAUTION: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any
links or open any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is
safe.  If you are in any doubt, please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find attached a Consultation Document for your comments, for a proposed gypsum plant

development at Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny.  Please submit your comments by the 8th September, if
possible.
 
Regards and Thanks,
 
 
Declan
 
Declan Egan
Associate Director
 
for and on behalf of
Malone O’Regan Environmental
Office 315
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,
Waterfront Square,
Cork, T23 PPT8
Tel: 086 0856168
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1 INTRODUCTION 


Malone O’Regan Environmental (MOR) has been commissioned by GABM Ltd. to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) to support a planning application to 
Kilkenny County Council for the development of a gypsum manufacturing plant, a waste 
gypsum handling plant, site access roads and infrastructure (Proposed Development). The 
Proposed Development will be in Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny (the Site), refer to Figure 1-1.  


This document (the Scoping Report) provides information on the Proposed Development and 
the methodology that MOR will use to prepare the environmental impact assessment report 
(EIAR).   


Figure 1-1: Site Location 


1.1 Site Context 


The greenfield lands which comprise the Site, total ca. 5 ha., are currently in agricultural use. 
The site contains two unoccupied derelict buildings and several hedgerows. There are 
manufacturing plants to the southeast (Smartply Europe Ltd.) and several warehousing units 
to the northeast of the Site.  Belview port is approximately 1 km southeast of the Site and a 
local distributor road links Belview Port to these warehouses. Glanbia Ingredients Ireland is 
located southwest of the Site. The closest surface water body is the Lower Dromdowney 
Stream and the Luffany Stream. The Proposed Development is not located immediately 
adjacent to any residential areas and the nearest residential area borders the southern site 
boundary (360 m). There is a residential property 450 m from the northern Site boundary. 
There are several residential properties along the L3482 local road that runs west of the Site 
boundary.  
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1.2 Applicant 


GABM Ltd. is a new company that hasn’t traded previously. The company will manufacture 
and supply  a range of products that will include gypsum plasterboard, powdered gypsum skim 
coats and bonding coats.  


1.3 Description of the Proposed Development 


The Proposed Development will operate as a gypsum manufacturing plant. Gypsum rock will 
be imported into Belview Port from Southern Spain and Northern Africa, unloaded, and will be 
transported to the site. Traffic will follow the internal Belview Port Road, to the junction where 
it meets the internal site road leading to Store All Warehouses. From there trucks will follow 
the road that leads to the Suir Shipping warehouses. A road will be constructed extending this 
road, that will lead into the Site along the western boundary.   A road linking the Proposed 
Development and the estate road will be constructed as part of this development and will enter 
the Site along the eastern boundary. It is envisaged that this link road will cater for most of the 
delivery traffic from the Port.  


In advance of production, gypsum rock will be shipped and delivered to Belview Port in cargos 
of up to 30,000 tonnes.  When delivered to the site, the gypsum rock will be stored in a 
warehouse awaiting the start of a production campaign. The first stage of the process will 
involve crushing the gypsum rock and heating or calcining the rock to dehydrate the feedstock. 
This drying process is carried out in a calciner. Next the calcined gypsum rock is mixed with 
water and additives to form a slurry which is fed between two sheets of paper on a board 
machine conveyor. As the board moves along the boarding conveyor line, the calcium 
sulphate rehydrates, reverting to its original rock state.  The paper becomes bonded to the 
gypsum board. The board is cut into the required lengths and conveyed through dryers to 
remove any remaining moisture from the board. End tapes are placed on boards which identify 
the manufacturer, date, location, and time of manufacture. The boards are stacked, taped, 
and placed in a dedicated storage building.  The Proposed Development will also accept waste 
gypsum board that will be stripped, and the gypsum removed and delivered to the calcining 
plant to prepare it for the manufacturing process. The stripped paper will be sent for recycling 
as appropriate.  


There are four main gypsum plasterboard types that will be manufactured at the site: 


• Standard plasterboard,  


• Moisture Resistant plasterboard,  


• Fire Resistant plasterboard and  


• Acoustic boards. 


These will be manufactured in the following main sizes, 1200 mm X 2438 mm and 600 mm X 
1219 mm.  The boards will be manufactured in three thicknesses, 9.5 mm, 12.5 mm, and 15 
mm.   


Bags of gypsum for skim coat will also be made for the construction sector.  


Paper liner for the manufacturing of the plaster boards will be delivered daily to the Site. The 
additives for the plasterboard slurry and chopped glass fibers will be delivered weekly to the 
Site. Approximately 20% of the final product will be gypsum recovered from recycled 
plasterboard.  


The Proposed Development will accept waste gypsum boards from construction and 
demolition wastes. It is proposed in the future to accept up to 50,000 tonnes per annum of 
gypsum waste. As the levels of waste gypsum board delivered to the site increases, the 
quantity of gypsum rock imported to the site will decrease. The waste gypsum board will be 
delivered to the site by licensed waste contractors and placed in the raw material store. The 
paper on the boards will be stripped and recycled. The gypsum will be brought to the calcining 
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plant, dried, and crushed and water and additives added to form a slurry mix. This material 
will be blended with virgin calcined gypsum to make plasterboards as described above.  A 
Waste Permit Application for this process will be submitted to Kilkenny County Council.  


The Proposed Development will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for 333 days per year. 
Delivery and collection hours are likely to be 6am to 10pm Mondays to Fridays.  The plant will 
be powered by a combination of electricity and gas. The heat generated during the calcination 
process will be used to heat the building and administration offices.    


A new access road will be developed for the site. The access road will be a continuation of 
the existing road that serves the Suir Shipping storage buildings to the north of the Proposed 
Development.  The road will be constructed to meet the design criteria for heavy good 
vehicles.  


The Proposed Development will create circa. 50 permanent jobs at the site, and the products 
manufactured at the plant will have wider job creating opportunities for the construction sector. 
The markets for the products will be Ireland and Europe.                                                          


During construction it is estimated that up to 100 people will be involved in the construction of 
the facility. 
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2 LEGAL AND PLANNING CONTEXT 


The Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) forms the foundations for planning in 
Ireland. This Act covers a huge range of planning-related issues and combines a wide range 
of different legislation into one place. 


The specific requirements for planning development are outlined within the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 as amended. These Regulations implement the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 in its entirety. They consolidate all previous Regulations and replace 
the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 1994-2000. 


On 14th April 2014, the EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) was adopted, amending Directive 
2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment.  The directive was transposed into Irish law through Statutory Instrument S.I. 
No. 296 of 2018 with a commencement dated 1st September 2018.1 


Developments that require EIA are specified in Section 5 and Section 7 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), as follows: 


• Section 5 sets out the criteria for assessing whether or not a mandatory EIA 
is required for a development.  It transposes Annex I and Annex II of the 
EU EIA directive (85/337/ECC as amended) into Irish law under Parts 1 and 
2 of the Schedule. There are no new criteria under the 2014/52/EU 
Directive.   


• Section 7 sets out the criteria for assessing whether a project is likely to 
have “likely” and “significant” effects on the environment, in which case an 
EIA is also required.  These criteria include the following: 


o “Characteristics of Proposed Development”; 


o “Location of Proposed Development”; and, 


o “Characteristics of potential impacts”. 


The Environmental Impact Assessment Report [1] is the document prepared by the proposer 
of a project setting out the effects (both positive and negative) which the Proposed 
Development would have on the environment.  


2.1 Planning Context and Zoning 


The Proposed Development is located on lands within County Kilkenny and are subject to the 
provisions of the Kilkenny County Development Plan and the Ferrybank Belview Local Area 
Plan 2017 [2]. The lands comprising the Site are zoned as “WILT – Waste Management, 
Industry, Logistics and Transport Related Uses” within the Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan. 


The Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021-2027[ [3] is the current active County 
Development Plan. 


2.2 Planning Policies and Guidance 


The following national, regional, and local policies and guidance will be reviewed: 


• Project Ireland 2040, National Planning Framework [4]; 


• National Development Plan 2021-2030 [5]; 


• Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the South-Eastern Region 2019; 


• Kilkenny County Development Plan, 2021-2028 [3]; 


 
 1 Regulations 21, 67 and 69(‘e) had deferred commencement until 1st January 2019. 
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• Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan 2017 [2]. 


• Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) [6] 


• Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines (2012) 


• The Planning System and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities (2009). 


 


Guidance specific to the individual chapters of the EIAR will be listed in Section 3.  
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 


3.1 Proposed Structure and Contents of EIAR 


The EIAR will be prepared for the Proposed Development in accordance with the following 
guidance documents: 


• EU Guidance on EIA: EIS Review [7]; 


• EPA Advice notes on current practice in the preparation of Environmental Impact 
Statements [8]; 


• EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Statements [9]; 


• Circular letter PL 1/2017; Implementation of Directive 2014/52/EU on the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive) - Advice on 
Administrative Provisions in Advance of Transposition; issued by the Department of 
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, dated 15 May 2017; 


• European Commission (2017) Guidance on the Preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report [10];  


• EPA (2022) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports (EIAR) [11]; and,  


• Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out 
Environmental Impact Assessment [12]. 


The EIAR will follow the requirements of the 2014 EU Directive on environmental impact 
assessment.  


The EIAR will contain the following key sections: 


3.2 Non-Technical Summary 


The Non-Technical Summary will be a separate stand-alone document that will provide a 
summary of the main EIAR in non-technical language to enable clear identification of 
significant impacts, relevant mitigation measures where required and the residual impacts.  


3.3 Description of the Proposed Development 


A full description of the Proposed Development in physical and functional terms will be 
described in the EIAR. 


3.4 Main Alternatives Considered 


A summary of the alternatives considered in respect of the proposal and environmental 
aspects will be included within the EIAR, including alternative Sites considered and alternative 
layouts within the selected Site. 


3.5 Aspects of the Environment Considered in the EIAR 


As per the requirements of the 2014 EIA Directive, the EIAR will address the following 
environmental aspects: 


• Population and Human Health; 


• Biodiversity; 


• Water (Hydrology & Hydrogeology); 


• Land & Soils; 


• Air; 
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• Climate Change; 


• Noise and Vibration; 


• Landscape and Visual; 


• Cultural Heritage;   


• Material Assets Traffic & Transport; 


• Material Assets Waste, and; 


• Interaction of the foregoing. 


As far as practicable, the examination of each aspect of the environment will be undertaken 
as follows: 


• The Receiving Environment (“baseline”) - A description of the specific receiving 
environment into which the Proposed Development will fit. 


• The Characteristics of the Proposed Development - A projection of the specific 
“load” on each particular aspect of the environment which the Proposed 
Development would be likely to generate. 


• The Potential Impacts of the Proposed Development - A general description of 
the probable or ‘likely’ effects which the Proposed Development would be likely 
to produce. 


• Cumulative Impacts of the Proposed Development –   The cumulative effects 
of the development in relation to water supply, effects on biodiversity, receiving 
water quality, soil and geology and air quality will be assessed where relevant.  


• Remedial or Reductive Measures - A description of any specific remedial or 
reductive measures considered necessary and practicable, resulting from the 
assessment of potential effects. 


• Residual Impacts of the Proposed Development - The assessment of the 
specific direct and indirect effects of the Proposed Development arrived at after 
mitigation measures have been employed.  


• Interactions - A description of interactions of each environmental discipline with 
other environmental attributes. 


• The ‘Do Nothing’ scenario – how the environment at the Site would develop in 
the absence of the Proposed Development.  


• Monitoring - A description of any monitoring of effects on the environment which 
might be necessary, covering the monitoring methods and the agencies 
responsible for their implementation. 


• Reinstatement - Where required, a description of reinstatement measures and 
the agencies responsible for their implementation. 


• Difficulties Encountered - An indication of the difficulties encountered, if any, 
during the compilation of information. 


3.6 Description of the Proposed Assessments 


3.6.1 Population and Human Health 


Desk-based studies will be undertaken to assess the potential social and economic 
implications of the Proposed Development on human beings, at local and regional levels 
during both the construction and operation phases. Impacts on human health in terms of 
nuisance, noise, dust, traffic generation and loss of visual amenity will be addressed 
separately in other sections of the EIAR.  


The key areas of assessment will be the potential effects of the Proposed Development, both 
positive and negative, in terms of its effects on local services, amenities and employment on 
the population. The assessment will include a desk-based review and assessment of the 
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Proposed Development in the context of all relevant plans and policies at a local, regional and 
national level. 


The potential for any major accidents and disasters will also be considered as part of this 
assessment.  


3.6.2 Biodiversity 


Terrestrial Ecology  


Detailed baseline and habitat surveys are currently being undertaken by appropriately 
qualified Ecologists and include: 


• Habitat Surveys; 


• Badger Surveys; 


• Visual ground-based tree bat roost inspection;  


• Bat emergence/dawn re-entry surveys 


• Static bat monitoring surveys; and, 


• Breeding Bird Surveys.  


These surveys will be used to assess the predicted effects of the Proposed Development on 
habitats and species in the area. Interactions between Landscape and Biodiversity and 
interactions with other topics such as noise, traffic, light, and air emissions will be assessed 
and commented upon in the EIAR. 


3.6.3 Water  


Hydrology and hydrogeology are highly interlinked, and as such a comprehensive joined 
assessment is proposed to clearly lay out the in-combination effects. The EIAR will assess the 
the existing (baseline) surface water and groundwater quality at the site and surrounding 
areas.   


Existing surface water quality will be determined by carrying out a desktop assessment on the 
existing water quality for these streams/rivers. MOR will use information from the EPA’s 
Catchment website to determine the Water Framework Directive (WFD) status of these 
waterbodies. The potential effects of the Proposed Development on surface water quality 
particularly at the Drumdowney Lower Stream (EPA Code 16D30) and Luffany Stream (EPA 
Code 16L68) and relevant rivers downstream will be discussed in the EIAR.   


Three groundwater monitoring wells will be installed as part of the geotechnical investigation 
to be undertaken at the Site. Groundwater samples will be collected from these wells in 
accordance with all recognised best practice guidelines. Two rounds of groundwater 
monitoring will be undertaken. The groundwater samples will be sent to suitably accredited 
laboratory for a broad range of parameters. Groundwater quality will be assessed using the 
Groundwater Quality Regulations.  


The surface water and groundwater results will be used to characterise the receiving 
environment.   


Groundwater and a public mains water supply will be used to provide process and potable 
water to the site. It is proposed to instal rainwater harvesting at the site to also provide water 
at the site. Suitable mitigation measures for surface water and groundwater will be provided 
where necessary.  
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3.6.4 Land, Geology & Soils 


The EIAR will assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on soils, geology, 
and land use during both the construction and operation phases. A desk-based evaluation on 
soils and geology will be undertaken.  


The assessment will involve: 


• Characterisation of the receiving environment by completing a desk-based review of 
the existing ground conditions utilising published Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) 
information and other publicly available information; and, 


• The impact assessment will examine any proposed cut and fill operations, particularly 
access road alignments, foundations, and proposed ground levels for the site. The 
EIAR will comment on the mass balance of soil around the site and if surplus soil is 
generated, disposal route options for the surplus soil.                                                                                                              


The desktop assessment will be supported by on-site data generated during the installation of 
the boreholes and groundwater pumping test wells. The pumping tests will determine the 
volumes of groundwater that can be used for production purposes.  True ground information 
on geology and groundwater will be gathered from these exercises. Groundwater quality will 
be assessed by sampling groundwater the boreholes and groundwater quality assessed with 
the Groundwater Regulations. The WFD status of groundwater in the area will be obtained 
from the EPA’s Catchment website. The soils and geology assessment will be conducted in 
accordance with all relevant guidelines, and suitable mitigation measures will be outlined 
where necessary. Guide to Geology in Environmental Impact Statements [13], published by 
the Institute of Geologists of Ireland will be used for this assessment. 


3.6.5 Air Quality 


The potential effects on air quality arising from the construction phase and operational phase 
of the Proposed Development will be assessed in the EIAR.  


A desk-based review of the existing air quality at the receiving environment will be conducted 
which will include a review of the EPA published data on background air quality in the vicinity 
of the Site, and identification of any potential point sources (i.e., Industrial Emission Licensed 
facilities). Furthermore, baseline particulate matter surveys (PM10) will be conducted on the 
Site to present a site-specific assessment of the likely impacts from the Proposed 
Development on air quality.   


The construction phase of the Proposed Development has potential to give rise to dust which 
may have an impact on local receptors. A risk assessment will be completed in accordance 
with the Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM) Guidance on the Assessment of Dust 
from Demolition and Construction 2016  [14] and mitigation measures listed. MOR will use 
information provided by the Developer on the characteristics of construction activities to 
complete this part of the assessment.  


For the operational phase of the Proposed Development two assessments will be completed 
to determine the effects on sensitive receptors. First, due to the nature of material expected 
to be imported, a risk assessment in accordance with the IAQM ‘Guidance on Mineral Dust 
Impacts for Planning’ will be completed. This will determine the potential impacts of dust on 
sensitive receptors associated with activities that cause fugitive dust emissions. As with the 
Construction Phase, information will be requested from MOR to complete the risk assessment.  


An air dispersion modelling assessment for operations at the facility will be completed in 
accordance with ‘Air Dispersion Modelling from Industrial Installations Guidance Note (AG4)’ 
[15], utilising AERMOD View software. This will assess the predicted impacts associated with 
all air emissions arising from the Proposed Development in terms of the national Air Quality 
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Standards Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 180 of 2011). MOR will use data provided by the 
suppliers of the gypsum board manufacturing plant, for example, stack characteristics, 
manufacturers specification on the waste gas produced as input for the model.  


An assessment of the Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) movements throughout both phases of 
the Proposed Development will be conducted. Any potential increased traffic flows resulting 
from the Proposed Development will be reviewed and the impact on local air quality will be 
assessed. Mitigation measures to reduce/remedy significant effects on air quality will be 
provided in this section of the EIAR.  


3.6.6 Climate  


Potential Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions associated with the Proposed Development will 
be considered and assessed. Assessing GHG emissions will follow the IEMA Guidance on 
‘Assessing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Evaluating their Significance’ [16]. The aim of the 
assessment is to determine estimations of GHG emissions associated with the Proposed 
Development in the context of national legislation. It is proposed to re-use the heat generated 
during the calcination process to heat the offices and it is proposed to install solar panels on 
the roof of the production building. The avoided GHG emissions will be estimated. Comment 
on the energy efficiency of the buildings, the re-use of heat and solar energy will assist in 
offsetting GHG generated during the production process.  


3.6.7 Noise and Vibration 


The EIAR will assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on acoustics during 
the two key stages of the development – construction and operation. To characterise the 
baseline acoustic environment, noise monitoring will be conducted at the nearest noise 
sensitive receptors (NSRs) during daytime (7am to 7pm), evening (7pm to 11pm) and night-
time hours (11pm to 4am). Noise monitoring will be carried out in compliance with the following 
standards:  


• Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise —   
Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures- ISO 1996-1:2016; and, 


• Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise —
Part 2: Determination of sound pressure levels– ISO 1996-2:2017. 


Construction noise utilising standard values for generic plant outlined within BS5228, as 
assessment of the likely noise arising from the construction stage will be developed.  Potential 
impact from the construction stage noise will be assessed utilising the methodology within 
both BS5228 and the National Roads Authority (NRA) ‘Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise 
and Vibration in National Road Schemes’ (2004), including the 2014 accompanying guidance 
document. 


Noise predictions for the likely noise impact upon NSRs arising from the operation of the 
Proposed Development during proposed operating hours will be conducted.  Noise modelling 
utilising the Bruel and Kjaer Predictor software will be carried out to evaluate predicted noise 
emissions from the Proposed Development. The noise model will present both a visual 
mapping output and receptor specific site emissions within the local environment. MOR will 
use noise data provided by the suppliers of the equipment and plant that will be used at the 
facility during operations. This part of the EIAR will include the provision of noise control 
recommendations where necessary to reduce the noise impact predicted to arise from the 
proposed site operations.  


Vibration 


Noise and vibration impact assessments are closely related. Vibrational impacts arising from 
the construction and operational phases are not expected to be significant given the 
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intervening distance to the nearest sensitive receptors. However, the potential for vibrational 
effects will be identified and mitigation measures derived where necessary.  


3.6.8 Landscape and Visual 


The EIAR will examine the potential landscape and visual impact of the Proposed 
Development. The landscape and visual impact assessment will describe the receiving 
environment in terms of landscape character and sensitivity. Representative viewpoints from 
the zone of visual influence will be agreed with Kilkenny County Council and assessed with 
several photomontages prepared to visually present the visibility at each location. Daytime 
and night-time photomontages will be prepared to assess the daytime and night-time visual 
effects of the Proposed Development on the surrounding environment. Mitigation measures 
will be developed as appropriate. 


The assessment will be carried out in accordance with the Landscape Institutes ‘Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ (3rd edition, GLVIA3), 2013 (UK) [17] and 
‘Landscape and Landscape Assessment Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities’, 2000 – Department of the Environment and Local Government [18].  Where the 
assessment predicts significant effects on landscape, mitigation measures to reduce/remedy 
the effects will be suggested in the EIAR, for example retaining hedgerows, landscaping, or 
tree planting.    


3.6.9 Cultural Heritage 


The EIAR will examine the potential impact of the Proposed Development on archaeology and 
cultural heritage both within and in the vicinity of the Site.  


A competent and professionally accredited archaeologist will be employed to undertake the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment. The assessment will be used to assess the potential future 
impacts arising from the Proposed Development on Site Monument Records and any recorded 
archaeological features in the site.  Interactions with other environmental topics, including 
acoustics/vibration and visual impact will also be assessed. Consideration will be given to: 


• Kilkenny County Development Plan 2022-2027; 


• Fairview and Belview Port, Local Area Plan, 2017; 


• The Record o0f Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Kilkenny; 


• The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage; 


• Cartographic sources; and, 


• Documentary sources. 


The EIAR will detail the findings of the archaeological and cultural heritage assessment for 
the Proposed Development.  


3.6.10 Material Assets 


The EIAR will examine the potential impact of the Proposed Development during the 
construction and operation on the following. 


Traffic & Roads 


The Proposed Development will be situated in proximity to the N29 road. The impact on road 
traffic arising from the construction phase and the operations of the Proposed Development, 
on the surrounding road network, the Port Road will be assessed considering the Institute of 
Highways and Transportation, and the Guidelines for Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA). Traffic 
counts will be undertaken as part of the Traffic Impact Assessment to confirm existing traffic 
volumes using this road. The interactions between population and human health, ecology, 
noise and air quality and traffic will be commented on in the EIAR.  
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Infrastructure  


An assessment of potential impacts associated with the proposed development will be 
undertaken on the existing water and wastewater infrastructure, the nearby Belview Port, the 
Bord Gais wayleave and ESB wayleave close to the site.  This assessment will be undertaken 
based on a desk-based assessment of all relevant information and consultation with Irish 
Water.  


Waste 


The potential impacts of the Proposed Development on solid waste management in the area 
during the construction and the operational phase will be examined. The assessment will be 
undertaken by means of a desk-based review of all relevant existing information, published 
EPA documents, and regional and national documents on solid waste management. The 
Proposed Development and its potential impact, both positive and negative, on the existing 
waste infrastructure both locally and nationally will be assessed. 
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4 CONSULTATION  


Responses to this consultation, specifically in relation to the scope and extent of the proposed 
environmental impact assessment are requested to be sent to the MOR Environmental offices 
within 4 weeks i.e. by 8th September 2023 


 


Correspondence should be submitted to the following address: 


Malone O’Regan Environmental 


Office 315 


Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay 


Waterfront Square 


Cork, T23 PPT8 


 


Or alternatively to: degan@mores.ie  


To ensure that the response finds the relevant persons, in all correspondence please ensure 
to reference the project as:  


• Proposed Gypsum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny. 


  



mailto:degan@mores.ie
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Web: www.mores.ie
 RECEIVED: 01/03/2024
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From: INFO
To: Declan Egan
Subject: TII Ref: TII23-124053 - Proposed gypsum plant development in Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny
Date: Friday 18 August 2023 10:41:27

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr Egan,
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 9 August 2023 regarding the above. Transport
Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows.
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to
maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the national road network. It is also an investment
priority of the National Development Plan, to ensure that the extensive transport networks
which have been greatly enhanced over the last two decades, are maintained to a high level to
ensure quality levels of service, accessibility and connectivity to transport users.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not
prejudice TII’s statutory right to make any observations, requests for further information,
objections or appeals, following the examination of any valid application referred.

The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold
official policy and guidance as outlined in the DCLG’s ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (2012). Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance
and circulars available at www.TII.ie.

With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general
guidance for the preparation of EIAR, which may affect the national road network.

The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following:

1. The site the subject of the EIAR is located contiguous to the N29. Consultations should be
had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to
locations of existing and future national road schemes. Any proposals related to future
public transport provision are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).

2. The Environmental Assessment should therefore have regard to Environmental
Assessment Statements/Reports and conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord
Pleanála regarding road schemes in the area.

3. As established in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, it is in the public
interest that the national road network continues to serve its intended strategic purpose.
The developer should ensure regard to TII Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines
(2014).

4. Environmental Impact Assessment shall include provision for travel planning / mobility
management planning in the interests of protecting national roads capacity in the
interests of sustainable travel policy. Transport analysis should also consider:

A mobility management plan should accompany the transport assessment.

RECEIVED: 01/03/2024

mailto:Information@tii.ie
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fd43e6236f864c4cb60f5a87956b7258-343deabc-29
http://www.tii.ie/


Modal share targets should be outlined and how any PT modal share is
accommodated.
Measures proposed to reduce car dependency should be outlined.
Detailed phasing proposals of development with associated transport
infrastructure provision is required.
Consider and address cumulative impacts of other development and impacts on
limited national road capacity.
The traffic and transport assessment should consider all road users.
Mitigation measures should be aligned with phasing of road infrastructure
improvements and required public transport interventions; all clearly outlined.

 

5. Assessments, design and construction and maintenance standards and guidance are
available at TII Publications.  In particular, the developer is advised to address the
requirements for Road Safety Audit (RSA).

6. The developer, in conducting Environmental Impact Assessment, should have regard to TII
Environment Guidelines that deal with assessment and mitigation measures for varied
environmental factors and occurrences, in particular:

                                                               i.      TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines,
including the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the
Planning and Construction of National Road Schemes (National Roads
Authority, 2006),

                                                             ii.      The EIAR should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006
(SI 140 of 2006) and how the development will affect future action plans
by the relevant competent authority as well as the Guidelines for the

Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev.,
National Roads Authority, 2004)).

7. The developer is advised that any additional works/structures/ mitigations required
because of the Assessment should be funded by the developer. TII will entertain no future
claims in respect of impacts (e.g. noise, dust, visual and air), due to the presence of the
existing national road or any road scheme.

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive,
thus site and development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

I hope that this information is of assistance to you.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
________________________
Alban Mills
Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive
 
 

From: Declan Egan <degan@mores.ie> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 9, 2023 3:30 PM
To: INFO <Information@tii.ie>
Subject: Proposed Development in Co. Kilkenny
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You don't often get email from degan@mores.ie. Learn why this is important

 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TII. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find attached for your comments, a Consultation Document for a proposed gypsum plant

development in Gorteen, Co. Kilkenny.  Please submit your comments by the 8th September, if
possible.
 
 
Regards and thanks,
 
 
Declan
 
Declan Egan
Associate Director
 
for and on behalf of
Malone O’Regan Environmental
Office 315
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,
Waterfront Square,
Cork, T23 PPT8
Tel: 086 0856168
*:  degan@mores.ie
Web: www.mores.ie
 

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of
normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours
unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat
lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do
ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available
at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí
atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this
email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including
attachments.
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Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici
amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do
postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin.

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of
normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours
unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat
lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do
ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available
at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí
atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this
email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including
attachments.

Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici
amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do
postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin.

In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside
of normal working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working
hours unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil
agat lasmuigh de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait
lasmuigh de do ghnáthuaireanta oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá
gníomhú go práinneach.

TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice
available at https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint
Sonraí atá ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you
have received this email in error then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the
original including attachments.

Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún
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agus beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe
chuige/chuici amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil
do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon
cheangaltáin.
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Stiúrthóirí / Directors: Tony Keohane (Cathaoirleach / Chairman), Niall Gleeson (POF / CEO), Christopher Banks, Fred Barry, Gerard Britchfield, Liz Joyce, 

Patricia King, Eileen Maher, Cathy Mannion, Michael Walsh. 

Oifig Chláraithe / Registered Office: Teach Colvill, 24-26 Sráid Thalbóid, Baile Átha Cliath 1, D01 NP86 / Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Dublin, Ireland D01NP86 

Is cuideachta ghníomhaíochta ainmnithe atá faoi theorainn scaireanna é Uisce Éireann / Uisce Éireann is a design activity company, limited by shares.  

Cláraithe in Éirinn Uimh.: 530363 / Registered in Ireland No.: 530363. 

 

For the attention of Declan Egan 

Malone O’Regan Environmental 
Office 315 
Cork 1 Horgan’s Quay,  
Waterfront Square, 
Cork  
T23 PPT8 
 
Date: 6th September, 2023 
 
By Email: degan@mores.ie 

 
 
Re: EIA Scoping Request – Proposed Gypsum Plant, Gorteens, Co. Kilkenny. 
 
 
Dear Declan Egan, 
 
Uisce Éireann has received notification of your Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) scoping request relating to GABM Limited’s forthcoming 
planning application for a Gypsum Plant in Co. Kilkenny. 
 
Please see attached, Uisce Éireann’s scoping opinion in relation to Water 
Services. On receipt of the planning referral, Uisce Éireann will review the 
finalised Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) as part of the 
planning process. 
 
 
Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to 
planning@water.ie  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PP Ali Robinson 

Signed on behalf of Yvonne Harris 

Connections and Developer Services 
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Uisce Éireann’s Response to EIA Scoping Requests 

 
 
At present, Uisce Éireann does not have the capacity to advise on the scoping of 
individual projects. However, in general the following aspects of Water Services 
should be considered in the scope of an EIA where relevant; 
  
a) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann 

Drinking Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide details of measures to be 
taken to ensure that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s 
Drinking Water Source(s) during the construction and operational phases of the 
development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 
site and receiving waters should be identified as part of the report.  
 

b) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is 
required to include a waste sampling strategy to ensure the material is inert. 

 

c) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water 
source(s) which may be in proximity and included in the environmental 
management plan and incident response. 

 

d) Any and all potential impacts on the nearby reservoir as public water supply 
water source(s) are assessed, including any impact on hydrogeology and any 
groundwater/ surface water interactions. 

 

e) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing 
water services have the capacity to cater for the new development). This is 
confirmed by Uisce Éireann in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). 
If a development requires a connection to either a public water supply or 
sewage collection system, the developer is advised to submit a Pre-Connection 
Enquiry (PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to determine the feasibility of 
connection to the Irish Water network. All pre-connection enquiry forms are 
available from https://www.water.ie/connections/connection-steps/. 

 

f) The applicant shall identify any upgrading of water services infrastructure that 
would be required to accommodate the proposed development. 

 

g) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream 
treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an Uisce 
Éireann collection network. 

 

h) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface 
water discharges to combined sewer networks and potential measures to 
minimise and or / stop surface waters from combined sewers. 

 

i) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water 
source, treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. 
including any relocation of assets. 
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j) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to 
determine the location of public water services assets, possible connection 
points from the applicant’s site / lands to the public network and any drinking 
water abstraction catchments to ensure these are included and fully assessed 
in any pre-planning proposals. Details, where known, can be obtained by 
emailing an Ordnance Survey map identifying the proposed location of the 
applicant’s intended development to datarequests@water.ie 

 

k) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within 
the applicant’s lands are the presence of registered wayleave agreements, 
visible manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the 
proposed site. 

 

l)  Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in 
relation to Uisce Éireann discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion / 
circulation characterises. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the 
applicant’s site and receiving waters should be identified within the report. 

 

m) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in 
terms of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact 
on the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence / 
present a risk to the quality of the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public 
supply should be identified within the report. 

 

n)  Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and 
that network either abstracts water from or discharges wastewater to a 
“protected”/ sensitive area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / 
conservation objectives of the site would be compromised should be identified 
within the report. 

 

o) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any 
Irish Water drinking water sources (Surface and Ground water).  

 
This is not an exhaustive list.  
 
Please note;  
 
• Where connection(s) to the public network is required as part of the development 
proposal, applicants are advised to complete the Pre-Connection Enquiry process 
and have received a Confirmation of Feasibility letter from Uisce Éireann ahead of 
any planning application.  
 
• Uisce Éireann will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer    
  networks.  
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Sent by email 

 

Declan Egan,      Our Ref: IR650 

Malone O’ Regan,     Date: 29/09/2023 
1 Horgans Quay 
Waterfront Square 
Cork 
degan@mores.ie 
 
 

Re: Scoping Document as part of EIAR Scoping process for a proposed Gypsum 

Manufacturing plant Belview Port, Gorteens 
 
A Chara,  
 

In response to your correspondence dated 09th August 2023, the Planning Authority wishes to 
comment as follows: 
 
The applicant shall formally consult inter-alia the following bodies: 
 
External Bodies  
 
• The Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications-  
• The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, - 
• The Environmental Protection Agency - 
• The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, - 
• Waterford County Council Planning - 
• Inland Fisheries Ireland - 
• Health and Safety Authority -  
• An Taisce -  
• Irish Water –  
• National Monuments Service -  
• National Parks and Wildlife Service   
• Transport Infrastructure Ireland -see comments below 
• Department of Heritage - Architectural Heritage -  
 
With regard to the EIAR Scoping the following should be considered: 
 
Consultation with External Bodies  
 
Kilkenny County Council has contacted the above listed agencies; where responses have been 
received by the Council the recommendation of these agencies are set out below and shall be taken 
into consideration by the applicant in the preparation of the EIAR. 
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TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland  

 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows: 
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to 
maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the national road network. It is also an investment 
priority of the National Development Plan, to ensure that the extensive transport networks which 
have been greatly enhanced over the last two decades, are maintained to a high level to ensure 
quality levels of service, accessibility and connectivity to transport users. 

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not 
prejudice TII’s statutory right to make any observations, requests for further information, 
objections or appeals, following the examination of any valid application referred.  

The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold 
official policy and guidance as outlined in the DCLG’s ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (2012). Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance 
and circulars available at www.TII.ie.  

With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general 
guidance for the preparation of EIAR, which may affect the national road network.  

The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following: 

1. The site the subject of the EIAR is located contiguous to the N29. Consultations should be 
had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to 
locations of existing and future national road schemes. Any proposals related to future 
public transport provision are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).  

2. The Environmental Assessment should therefore have regard to Environmental Assessment 
Statements/Reports and conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord Pleanála 
regarding road schemes in the area.  

3. As established in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, it is in the public 
interest that the national road network continues to serve its intended strategic purpose. The 
developer should ensure regard to TII Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (2014). 

4. Environmental Impact Assessment shall include provision for travel planning / mobility 
management planning in the interests of protecting national roads capacity in the interests 
of sustainable travel policy. Transport analysis should also consider: 

• A mobility management plan should accompany the transport assessment. 
• Modal share targets should be outlined and how any PT modal share is 

accommodated. 
• Measures proposed to reduce car dependency should be outlined. 
• Detailed phasing proposals of development with associated transport infrastructure 

provision is required. 
• Consider and address cumulative impacts of other development and impacts on 

limited national road capacity. 
• The traffic and transport assessment should consider all road users. 
• Mitigation measures should be aligned with phasing of road infrastructure 

improvements and required public transport interventions; all clearly outlined. 
5. Assessments, design and construction and maintenance standards and guidance are 

available at TII Publications. In particular, the developer is advised to address the 
requirements for Road Safety Audit (RSA).  

6. The developer, in conducting Environmental Impact Assessment, should have regard to TII 
Environment Guidelines that deal with assessment and mitigation measures for varied 
environmental factors and occurrences, in particular: 
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i. TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, including 
the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and 

Construction of National Road Schemes (National Roads Authority, 2006), 

ii. The EIAR should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 (SI 
140 of 2006) and how the development will affect future action plans by 
the relevant competent authority as well as the Guidelines for the Treatment 

of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev., National Roads 
Authority, 2004)).  

7. The developer is advised that any additional works/structures/ mitigations required because 
of the Assessment should be funded by the developer. TII will entertain no future claims in 
respect of impacts (e.g. noise, dust, visual and air), due to the presence of the existing 
national road or any road scheme.  

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, 
thus site and development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice. 
 
Kilkenny County Council  

 

Planning Department: 

• Having regard to the location and use of the proposed development in the vicinity of an 
SAC, a professional Scientific Assessment should be carried out to assist the Council as 
the Competent Authority to carry out screening for Appropriate Assessment to consider 
whether the project, alone or in combination of others, will have any significant negative 
impact on the integrity of the nearby river which is within the Lower River Suir and Rivers 
Nore/Barrow Natura 2000 sites.  

• The applicant is advised to fully comply with the requirements of Directive 2014/52/EU on 
the effects of certain public and private projects on the Environment (EIA Directive) and 
any resulting amendments to the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended and the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. The applicants should also 
comply with the requirements of the ‘Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord 

Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment’ and any updates subsequent 
to the above Directive.  

• From reading submitted documentation, it is not clear how process water is treated and this 
should be comprehensively addressed. 

• There is also reference to us of some mains public water. The applicant will need to confirm 
with Irish Water that public water is available at this location for port related activities.  

Road Design Section: 

Agree Traffic Impact Assessment shall be completed  
 
 
 
Is Mise le meas, 
 
 

 
________________ 
Úna Kealy 

Administrative Officer, 

Planning Section  
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